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South Africa’s cities: Cape Town and Johannesburg

Key questions

1. What factors might explain the locations of Cape Town and Johannesburg?

2. How have the economic activities associated with Cape Town and Johannesburg changed
over time?

3. What differences are there between the weather and climate of Cape Town and South
Africa and what might explain those differences?

Where it fits

This enquiry encompasses work on settlement, economic activities and weather and climate.
Pupils should be directed towards the links to the Schools Wikipedia Selection from the Map of
South Africa to help them find out more about Cape Town and Johannesburg. One approach to
answering the third of the key questions would be for pupils to use the climate data on the
Schools Wikipedia Selection to construct a climate graph. This enquiry might be extended in a
number of ways: pupils might make further comparisons between the two cities (relating to
demographics, for example) or they might consider a third city, such as Durban.
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